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Although Sweden has traditionally been one of the most 
significant donors in global health and development, it is 
barely mentioned in international scholarship on the history 
and politics of global health.

In Global Health Rachel Irwin addresses this gap by exami-
ning global health from Swedish perspectives, both historical 
and contemporary, with a focus on how Swedish actors have 
driven, taken part in or reacted to many of the key debates 
and challenges in the field. By using Sweden as a case study, 
the author traces and untangles the relationships between 
domestic norms and values, international engagement, and 
national identity.

In this way, the book can be used as a template for un-
packing other countries’ roles in global health. The book is 
written with global health students in mind and includes 
suggestions for in-class activities, points for discussion, and 
further reading.
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Rachel Irwin is associate professor in ethnology at Lund Uni-
versity, and her research has a focus on global health politics 
and diplomacy. She holds a PhD from the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.


